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Pig Populations
Municipalit

y

2005 2019 Died 

(2019)

Died(2020)

AILEU 14, 555 14, 896 3638
AINARO 22, 761 19,372 100 15596 (DLO)
BAUCAU 42, 313 39,299 1733 1 (phone)
BOBONARO 49, 161 47,413 659
COVALIMA 39, 604 46,862 -
DILI 43, 933 47,172 628
ERMERA 31, 537 22,429 860 393
LAUTEM 35, 442 33,519 788 46
LIQUICA 26, 112 37,272 1559
MANATUTO 18, 804 27,122 219 2
MANUFAHI 25, 092 50,959 6389
SAR OIECUSSE 29,003 18,821 3214
VIQUEQUE 40, 792 48,808 1567 29
TOTAL 419, 169 439,048 21354 16,067



Chronology of ASF Outbreak in TL

 Started from early September there has been many report on morbidity and mortality of pigs 
largely in Dili.  

 NDV Director has contacted Department of Agriculture and Water Resource Australia to inform 
this unusual death pigs in Dili and also to request possibly of sending sample to AAHL (DAWR 
funding the test). 

 NDV have set up the ASF investigation team on 13 of September to investigate sick and death 
pigs.

 On Saturday,14 of September NDV took the first massive response in collaboration with 
Agriculture Director of Dili Municipal form 3 team particularly to do the investigation, treatment 
and sample collection which cover eastern, western and center part of Dili.

 The actions NDV has taken so far is notifying the public through simple infographic to inform them 
what to do and what not to do in the event of an ongoing disease outbreak. 

 As of last week (21st of September 2019, NDV has recorder pig mortality around 400 and recorder 
as well more than 400 pigs at the time of investigation. 



Cont. 

 This morbidity and mortality data covered cases started from 15th of August 

2019 till the end of last week (21st of September 2019). The numbers 

recorded by NDV is purely on the basis of farmers report.

 NDV has also taken samples for testing, out of the predominantly sick pigs 

(collected 33 blood sample, 35 rectal swab and 41 nasal swabs), these 

samples are due to be shipped on the 26th to AAHL for testing and on the 

27th we have received the results of Positive ASF.

 As an OIE member country we have the obligation to do immediate 

notification, so that on Friday 27th evening in my position as OIE Delegate 

do the immediate notification to the OIE for publication 

 NDV team remains active and vigilant to attend cases being reported by 

the farmers.



Current situation update

 Two Pre-Border team from DAWR arrived in TL

 NDV-DAWR team have set up the ASF Surveillance network to identify 
distribution and spread of ASF in Municipalities of TL

 The following Municipalities have reported high number of pigs deaths: 
Baucau, Bobonaro, Ermera, Lautem, Liquica, Manatuto, Manufahi and Dili.

 Unverified report of high numbers of pig death from Aileu and some other 
municipal

 The total number of reported deaths is 11599 (please understand that this 
number will include some pigs who have died before the suspected start of 
ASF outbreak in August, it also include pigs that died from other causes.

 This number will also not capture the pig owners and farmers who have not 
reported disease to animal health authorities.  



Cont.….

 An ASF Task Force has been created includes the various department from 

MAF along with representatives from, Customs, AIFAESA (Food Inspection 

Authority), UNTL, UNITAL, MoH, MoF, PNTL. A National ASF action plan has 

been drafted and ratified on the 21st Sept, 2019.

 A Ministerial dispatch has been prepared and will sign by HE. Minister for Ag 

by this week.

 Key mitigation measures at this stage are focusing on: 

a. increased public awareness and community engagement to inform 

people about ASF and control measures they can take,

b. Mobilization of NDV field staff to undertake ASF response training in Dili on 

the 21st Sept to have two specific tasks following training (Disseminate ASF 

Information and material such as posters and social media, work with M&E 

team to provide real time disease reporting with ODK software).   



ORIGIN OF ASF VIRUS

 Due to limited capacity of importing inspections and insufficient amount of 

detailed record keeping it is not immediately clear how the ASF virus 

entered the country. 

 The most likely pathway for introduction and spread was infected pork 

product brought into TL and ending up as part of diet for local pigs leading 

to ASF infection and subsequent spread. 

 However there was Quarantine regulations to band the importations of pigs 

and pigs product from ASF infected countries.  



Diagnostic Capacity and Future Plan

 There is currently no capacity in country to test for ASF

 Initial samples from Dili mortality event were sent to AAHL and tested using 

PCR

 Further information on the genotype of ASF in Dili, if even possibly, is still 

pending and part of ongoing discussion with AAHL and DAWR

 In the short term (6-12 months), MAF is still working with partners to explore 

the following diagnostic options such as: antigen and antibody serology to 

be done at National Laboratory Diagnostic of Veterinary (Dili); 

PCR/Molecular testing at Human Health Laboratory Dili.



Disinfection of Affected Premises

 Disinfection is not possible for a significant portion of pig owners and pig 

housing system.

 Many pigs are free ranging and pens are often made of a few stick and 

mud.

 Water for washing is not always available

 Smaller portion of pig owner with semi-commercial/structured set ups 

supplied with information and appropriate chemicals to use for disinfection. 



Disposal 

 Current recommendation to bury pigs and pork products, though this itself 

can be difficult with limited appropriate burial places.

 Increase public awareness about not throwing death pigs on side of the 

road, in rivers or ocean

 Stress that consumption of pigs with ASF does not cause harm to human but 

be careful with scraps-and stop short of recommending that people eat all 

pigs with ASF as there could be risk pig died of something else.



Long-term Situation Outlook for 2020 

and beyond 

 ASF will be ongoing animal health issue that will require management and 
control from animal health authorities and development partners.

 In the long term and on a more positive note ASF can be a crisis that leads to 
improvement in some specific areas such as:

a. Passive surveillance and engagement between communities and animal health 
authorities,

b. Communication network and better system of action between central animal 
health authorities and regional and rural officer and staff,

c. Increased adoption of better biosecurity, husbandry and production protocols,

d. Selected areas that remain free, or can be tested free, can take advantage of 
the potential lucrative value chain for breeding and selling “Clean Stock”.
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